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Although Electronic Design Automation (EDA) toolsallow sometolerance for features having only limited scope or not
workinginall cases, thereisnotolerancefor error intheir final results. Since the beginning, EDA tools haveincluded so-
called “formal” techniquesto ensure such error-freeresults. More and more, formal verification tools are being adopted
asanecessary part of mainstream design flowsto tackle the exploding verification challenge. In thiskeynote address, we
will focuson some of theseformal techniques; in particular, equival ence checking, property checking, and the combina-
tion of simulation with formal techniques— all of which play animportant rolein creating zero-defect resultsin state-of -
the-art electronic design.
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